We follow up our previous two-issue contribution with this third issue of Volume 22. Five articles and one book review are presented. These articles focus on community health education problems and programs in five diverse countries: Bangladesh, Fiji, Nigeria, Taiwan, and the United States. We are delighted to publish a contribution from Taiwan after nearly a decade without one and also to have another on the process of participatory involvement of audiences in developing health education materials/media for themselves.
(MCA) is based on data from the 1989 Bangladesh national sample Fertility Survey and the 1993-94 and 1996-97 national Bangladesh Demographic and Health Surveys. A discussion of the multiple ways in which education may affect fertility and their relation to social policy (e.g., investment in formal education for females) is provided.
The last article studies the relationship between physical activity and psychosocial discomfort suggested by the findings of a survey of tenth-to twelfth-grade students replicated in Taiwan. Findings are interpreted as indicating a need for school and community health education programs to focus more on the needs of shy or lonely students. This is an article which raised interesting questions by our reviewers on possible confounding variables related to cultural differences in interpretation of psychosocial discomfort.
Our book review of the quarter is Building Communities from the Inside Out: A Path toward Finding and Mobilizing a Community's Assets (by Kretzmann and McKnight) . Our Book Review Editor summarizes the content of this guide to rebuilding troubled U.S. urban communities and suggests the value of the book to urban communities outside the United States as well.
Keep those articles and book reviews coming in!
George Cernada
The Editor
